DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL
BYE LAWS

MADE UNDER SECTION 54 OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH (IRELAND) ACT 1878 AND SECTION 90 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1972

BY THE 

DISTRICT COUNCIL OF DOWN
For the regulation of the keeping of animals on any premises, or for the prevention of such keeping, so as to be injurious to health in the District of Down

1.
In these bye-laws “food premises” means any place where food intended for human consumption is prepared, stored, distributed or exposed for sale.

2.
(1)
A person shall not keep any swine within one hundred feet from any dwelling 
house or food premises unless the place in which such swine are kept be 
maintained in a cleanly and wholesome condition.

(2)
A person shall not keep any swine or deposit any swine’s dung within fifty feet from any dwelling house or food premises within the Down District Council area.

Provided that this bye-law shall not be deemed to prohibit the keeping of swine or the deposit of swine’s dung within the said distance of a dwelling house or food premises if the place on which the swine are kept or the dung is deposited –

(a)
is not within the same curtilage as the dwelling house, and
(b)
was being lawfully used for that purpose at the date of erection of the dwelling house or when the food premises were bought into use and has continued to be so used ever since that date.

Provided also that, where a place is within the said distance of a dwelling house or food premises and was being lawfully used for the keeping of swine or the deposit of swine’s dung at the date when these bye-laws came into operation and has continued to be so used ever since that date, this bye-law shall not be deemed to prohibit the use of that place for the same purpose until the expiration of twelve months from that date.

3.
(1)
Every occupier of a building or structure wherein any horse or other beast of 
draught or burden or any cattle or swine may be kept shall provide in connection 
with such building or structure –

(a)
a suitable receptacle or receptacles for all filth produced in the keeping of any such animal in such building or structure; and

(b)
a sufficient drain so constructed and maintained as effectually to convey all urine or liquid filth or refuse from such building or structure into a sewer, cesspool or other proper receptacle.

(2)
He shall, as regards any receptacle provided in pursuance of this bye-law comply with the following requirements –

(a)
the bottom or floor of the receptacle shall not be lower than the surface of the ground adjoining it;

(b)
the receptacle shall be so constructed and maintained as to prevent any escape of 
the contents thereof, or any soakage therefrom into the ground or into the wall of 
any building;

(c)
the receptacle shall have a suitable cover, and when not required to be open shall 
be properly covered therewith; and
(d)
the receptacle shall be emptied of its contents once at least in each week.

(3)
Provided that this bye-law shall apply only to a building or structure which is within 100 feet of a dwelling house not being the dwelling house of the said occupier.
REPEAL OF BYE-LAW

(4)
The bye-laws for the regulation of the keeping of animals on any premises or for the prevention of such keeping, so as to be injurious to health which were made by the East Down Rural District Council of the twelfth day of October One Thousand Nine Hundred and sixty-four and were confirmed by the Ministry of Health and Local Government for Northern Ireland on the 21st day of December One Thousand Nine Hundred and sixty–four are hereby repealed.

SEALED with the Common Seal of the 

District Council

This 19 day of
 July 1982

Chairman

Clerk



The foregoing bye-laws are herby confirmed by the Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland this 22nd day of October 1982.

Assistant Secretary
Note:
Every person who shall offend against any of the foregoing bye-laws shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds and in the case of a continuing offence to a further fine not exceeding two pounds for each day on which the offence continues after conviction.
