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RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Ards, Banbridge, Down and North Down
Consultation Information
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1.
Introduction
The Rural Development Programme was established to help rural communities meet the needs of a changing economic environment.  For over 15 years, successive programmes have helped improve the economic, environmental and social opportunities available to people in rural areas.

The Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD) develops and co-ordinates rural development policy, manages the implementation of rural development strategies, programmes and projects, and acts as an interface between the Rural Development Programme and other public sector bodies.  
2.
Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme 2007-2013
The Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 was approved by the European Union’s Rural Development Committee on 24 July 2007.

DARD’s vision for the Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 is of a programme that protects and enhances our rural environment and contributes to the development of competitive and sustainable rural businesses, and thriving rural communities.
There are three main priorities, or “Axes”, in the current programme:  
· Axis 1, improving the competitiveness of the agricultural and forestry sector; 
· Axis 2, improving the environment and the countryside; and 
· Axis 3, improving the quality of life in rural areas and diversifying the rural economy.  
A fourth Axis entitled “Delivery of the LEADER approach” involves local implementation.
Axis 1 and 2 of the RDP will primarily be delivered by DARD and Axis 3 will be delivered at a local level using the LEADER-type approach. 

Axis 3 has six measures:

· Diversification into Non-agricultural Activities

This measure aims to assist farm households to diversify into non-agricultural activities and, as a consequence, maintain or increase the income of the farm households and create employment opportunities.
· Support for Business Creation and Development

This measure aims to create employment opportunities through promoting entrepreneurship and developing the economic infrastructure in rural areas by providing support to existing micro enterprises or to persons wishing to set up a new micro-enterprise in a non-agricultural sector.
· Encouragement of Tourism Activities
This measure aims to use the natural resources in Northern Ireland’s rural areas to attract visitors and create new employment opportunities through the sustainable development of the rural economy by providing support to existing rural tourism enterprises or to persons wishing to set up a new sustainable rural tourism enterprise.

· Basic Services for the Economy and Rural Population

This measure aims to improve or maintain the living conditions and welfare of those living in rural areas and to increase the attractiveness of such areas through the provision of more and better basic services for the economy and the rural population. This will be achieved through supporting the improvement of basic services in rural areas, including cultural and leisure activities and related small-scale infrastructure. Support will be provided towards the costs of identifying needs and providing basic services for rural dwellers. 

· Village Renewal and Development
In order to support integrated village initiatives which promote community development and regeneration, this Measure will support animation and capacity building within and between villages and their surrounding rural areas in the formulation of integrated action plans to define the role of the village and fully develop the potential of villages and their surrounding areas.  

· Conservation and Upgrading the Rural Heritage
To use the natural resources in Northern Ireland’s rural areas to create new employment opportunities and develop the rural economy through supporting local village initiatives to preserve and upgrade their rural heritage. Support will be provided through:

· Grant aid towards the costs of capital and resource investment which have been assessed by appropriate heritage services.

· Marketing support to raise awareness of cultural and environmental heritage by interpretation and support actions, especially among young people.
· Bespoke training intrinsic to individual project applications under this measure which is not on offer from any other provider 
· Technical support to assist business start ups or help new businesses become established and to help existing businesses to consolidate and expand

Please note that for each of the above measures DARD has advised that funding will not be provided to activities that could be funded by another statutory body.
3.
Delivery of the Programme
As outlined above Axis 3 of the Programme will be delivered at a local level using the LEADER-type approach. 

In 2007, DARD requested that Councils cluster together to form sub-regional partnerships to deliver the Programme in conjunction with Local Action Groups.  
Local Action Groups consist of representatives of the public, private and voluntary sectors.  Half of the group’s members are economic and social partners as well as representatives of civil society.  Councillors from each of the four councils represent the remaining members.

Ards, Banbridge, Down and North Down Councils have come together to form a cluster in conjunction with the Local Action Group for the area (the Down Rural Area Partnership).
The Councils, in partnership with the Local Action Group are required to develop and submit a strategy and action plan to DARD in order to receive funding from the Programme.  
Consultation is central to the development of the strategy and a wide range of consultations are taking place with stakeholders, Section 75 representative groups and the wider public in order to gather views to inform the strategy.  

You are therefore invited to complete the following questionnaire to inform the strategy.

Please return the completed questionnaire by post to:

Seamus Cleary
SER>Solutions
Wellington Business Centre
Malone Road
Belfast 
BT9 6DJ
or by e-mail to: ser.solutions@btinternet.com

Please return completed questionnaires by Thursday 12th June 2008
4.
Further Information
Further information on the Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme can be found on DARD’s website at: 

http://www.dardni.gov.uk/index/rural-development/nirdp2007-2013.htm 

Further information on Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 is available at:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1998/ukpga_19980047_en_7#pt7-pb2-l1g75 

and on the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland’s website:

http://www.equalityni.org/sections/default.asp?cms=Policy_Section%2075%20-%20the%20statutory%20duty&cmsid=89_98&id=98&secid=6 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Ards, Banbridge, Down and North Down
Consultation Questionnaire

Name: _________________________
Organisation: ___________________________
Ph: _____________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________
E-mail: __________________________
Area (please tick):  
Ards  FORMCHECKBOX 

Banbridge  FORMCHECKBOX 


Down  FORMCHECKBOX 

North Down  FORMCHECKBOX 

If you are completing this questionnaire on behalf of an organisation, please indicate if this organisation represents one or more of the Section 75

categories (e.g. sexual orientation, race):  ______________________________     not applicable   FORMCHECKBOX 

Question 1

For each of the six measures under Axis 3, please outline in the table below your views on:

· the key issues and challenges in your / the cluster area

· the needs in your / the cluster area; and

· ways in which these issues, challenges and needs can be addressed in your / the cluster area

An example is provided below for illustrative purposes.

Example

	Measure
	Key Issues / Challenges
	Needs
	Ways to Address these….

	Diversification into Non-agricultural Activities
	Lack of knowledge of diversification opportunities
	Information on diversification opportunities for farmers
	Assistance (e.g. workshops, seminars to help farmers identify diversification opportunities 

	
	The long term viability of farming
	Identifying alternative/supplementary sources of income
	


Question 1

	Measure
	Key Issues
	Needs
	Ways to Address these….

	Diversification into Non-agricultural Activities
	
	
	

	Support for Business Creation and Development
	
	
	

	Encouragement of Tourism Activities
	
	
	

	Basic Services for the Economy and Rural Population
	
	
	

	Village Renewal and Development
	
	
	

	Conservation and Upgrading the Rural Heritage
	
	
	


Question 2

For each of the communities in the table below please outline your views on:

· the key issues and challenges affecting each community in your / the cluster area;
· the needs of each community in your / the cluster area; and

· ways in which these issues, challenges and needs can be addressed in your / the cluster area

	Community
	Key Issues and Challenges
	Needs
	Ways to Address these…

	Children & Young People
	
	
	

	Women
	
	
	

	Adults
	
	
	

	Older Citizens
	
	
	

	Ethnic Minority Groups
	
	
	


Additional Comments
Thank you for your time. 

Please return the completed questionnaire by post to:

Seamus Cleary
SER>Solutions
Wellington Business Centre
Malone Road
Belfast 
BT9 6DJ
or by e-mail to: ser.solutions@btinternet.com

Please return completed questionnaires by Thursday 12th June 2008
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